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Abstract

The benefits of Visual Arts in national development cannot be fully realized
as long as it is treated as an unimportant aspect of Nigeria's educational
program. The effect of this neglect is the inability to harness young people to
develop local human and material resources for the Nigeria of the 21st
century that we envision. Even though poverty alleviation occupies center
stage in global recognition, any government genuinely interested in
meaningful development is focused on accelerated technological
advancement, as advocated by the United Nations Organization. This is
why Vocational and Technical Education, of which Visual Arts is a pivotal
aspect, is listed as one of the cardinal goals to achieve the comprehensive
technological development that the United Nations advocates. Hence, it is
evident that only a few countries have made significant progress through the
Visual Arts. Unlike many countries in Africa, where every parent desires
their children to study glamorous courses like medicine and law, this
mindset drives these nations deeper into poverty, affecting the lives of
younger generations. This paper aims to highlight the benefits of Visual Arts
and how it can alleviate poverty for the 21st-century Nigeria of our dreams.
Therefore, the paper emphasizes the advantages of Vocational and Technical
Education in alleviating poverty through the effective utilization of Visual
Arts for sustainable, comprehensive development and technological
advancement of Nigeria among developed nations' committees.
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INTRODUCTION

In Nigeria, the role of ViSual Art in national development has not been fully
appreciated. Visual Art has long been treated a$ an inSignificant aSpect of the
country's educational development. It i§ well known that education play$ an
important role in national development. Visual Art i one of the Subjects in the
curriculum that include$ many 8kills-oriented components Such a$ pottery,
drawing, graphics, painting, textile design, Sculpture, and craft. Visual Art can
therefore be defined a$ a diScipline that trains individual to organize Shape, color,
and Space to achieve certain emotional and visual effects. According to Adeyemo
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(1986), this allows individuals to reason alongside their exposure to training in the
Visual Art$ to Solve the problems$ of poverty. Since any Seriou$ nation deSires to
provide a life of abundance for it§ citizenry, the Visual Arts could Serve a$ a major
platform to alleviate the poverty of the people. This mean$ that with Visual Arts,
people learn to grow up a$ useful members of Society. Just a8 Ogunmola (2006)
described, Visual Art i a form of human expression, and it i of great importance in
education a$ it helps individual$ fit into Society. Additionally, Ajayi (1985)
emphasized that ViSual Art play$ a meaningful role in the development of a child
who becomes$ increasingly aware of himself and hi$ environment. According to
Gage, as cited in Ajayi (1985), Visual Arts can be termed an aSpect of education that
encourages freedom of expression, emotional and $piritual value$, and integrates
togetherness in all human capacities. Hence, one can conclude that every child's
development benefits from being $killful and creative, resulting in Self-diScovery
and experimentation with a Serie$ of art material$ found within their environment.

Nigeria, being a vastly rich country with abundant human and natural reSources
that have not been fully utilized, can achieve thi$ through the Visual Arts. Thi$
means$ all-around development for the people. In turn, thi$ will enSure Social and
economic development for Nigeria among the committee of developing nations.
Although poverty in Nigeria remains very high despite all efforts aimed at ensuring
economic growth, Visual Arts, which focu$e$ heavily on $kill§ acquisition and
uSage, will significantly contribute to Nigeria's growth in all aSpects. With Geoffrey
Parker's (2001) asSertion that Nigeria has one of the world's highest economic
growth rates in the last decade, one can conclude that by engaging youths trained in
their 8kill§ through Visual Arts, Nigeria can enSure a well-developed economy.
Thi$ alSo guarantee$ the full utilization of natural reSources, Such a$ oil.
Consequently, this will help reduce poverty, which remain$ at a high level,
allowing it to become outdated in the life of Nigeria a a nation. This implie$ that the
Visual Art$ are fundamental to the effort$ aimed at reducing poverty. Thi$ can be
deduced from the conclu$ion of Sanusi (2020) that "the eSSence of any work of art i§
the link Such work had with the mindSet person who produced it and its usefulness
to the Society where it emerged from. " Even though Nigeria i$ rich in natural
reSource$, the poverty rate has reached an alarming level where the majority (about
90%) of its population lives below the poverty line. Thi$ i$ evident from the Federal
Office of Statistics (FOS) report Since 1980, which indicate$ that the majority of
Nigerian$ fall within the core poverty bracket. Despite the aforementioned FOS
report obtained from it website, which categorized Nigeria a$ the 20th poorest
nation, poverty can till be overcome if Visual Arts, which focu$ on training baSed
on individual$' natural 8kill$ and their utilization according to individual aptitudes
and competencie$, are given adequate conSideration in the nation's educational

policy.

Visual Arts as ameans of Skills Acquisition to alleviate Poverty
Justas Visual Artsis all about 8kill§ acquiSition, 80 i5 kill$ acquisition the practice of
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training people in the basic aptitudes needed for variou$ vocations. It i$ a program
deSigned to meet the individual need$ of a perSon based on their natural talents. It
can be acquired through formal education or not atall. It includes those who need to
Sustain their individually endowed talent$ for survival and development. Hence,
skills acquisition depend$ on a Structured program based on these skills, a$
provided for in Visual ArtS, to meet the needs$ of every individual, enabling them to
fit into Society and contribute to its overall development. Thi$ means3 that the skills
acquisition for which Visual Art$ i eSSential iS very important for the development
of any Serious-minded Society. It can be deduced that it i5 a pivotal mean$ of
overcoming poverty, unemployment, and, above all, enSuring massive job creation
for younger generations. According to Abubakar, Abdulkadir, and Sanjo (2010), an
eStimated 600,000 graduate$ come out of Nigerian institutions yearly, looking for
white-collar job$ that are not available. Therefore, for theSe youth$ to be
productively engaged, the need to incorporate Visual Arts into educational policy
can no longer be ignored to cater to theSe graduating youths. This will strengthen
skills acquiSition based on individual aptitude$ and, in turn, reduce poverty as well
a$ enSure job creation for every graduating youth. It will engage the younger
generation meaningfully along their individual $kills. Thi$ will lower the level of
unemployment and, in turn, poverty among the citizenry to it§ barest level. A
opined by Uko-Akpulu (2009), at this time when the world i$ recovering from a
global recession, the acquisition of 8kill§ i§ the only fundamental antidote for
alleviating poverty and a mean$ of increasing the number of jobs for every youth
within the Nigerian nation.

According to thi$ scholar, the Structure of the Nigerian education §yStem, which
places Significant emphasis on university degrees, needs to be overhauled to
include Visual Arts if the country aims to achieve it§ goals of alleviating poverty and
creating employment for the younger generation. In any Society where the younger
generation i$ prepared to develop their natural §kill$, a comfortable life i5 expected,
one well-nourished by a Sound economic base. This i$ the type of Society where the
acquiSition of 8kills associated with the Visual Art§ can be realized. Skills
acquisition, repreSented by ViSual Art§ program$, hold$ great potential for
alleviating poverty through occupational preparedness. As the preSent world
trends toward globalized technological advancement, it i necessary for developing
nations$ like Nigeria to reform their educational policie$ to incorporate Visual Art$
into their curricula. Thi$ will equip the nation to face the challenges of providing for
its younger generation a$ they leave School. Since creativity and innovation are
integral to 8kill§ acquiSition, entrepreneurship based on these 8kills i$ both relevant
and Sustainable. The ability of citizens to create wealth, generate employment for
others, and achieve Self-reliance through innovative application of idea$ based on
skills ultimately determines their Standard of living, making them valuable
members of Society. A opined by Tijjani and Aliyu (2008), this free$ Such
individual$ from poverty of all form$ and types.
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In this regard, skill§ acquisition, repreSented by Visual Arts, i85 the most viable
mean$ of equipping the youth with the technique$ needed to develop their
potential. This, in turn, create$ a conducive environment where every individual
can Strive to keep up with current world development patterns. Hence, in the
preSent democratic diSpensation, it i expected that all efforts will be geared
towards poverty reduction through $kill$ acquisition, which i§ what Visual Arts i§
all about. In the opinion of these scholars, this will foster a Self-reliant attitude in
every individual, as well a$ their ability to develop their own technology in relation
to economic, 8ocio-cultural, and environmental factors. TheSe Scholar§ further
opined that aptitudinal competencie$ can be learned through §kill$ acquiSition, as
this provide$ the potential for developing manpower that will promote both Social
and economic growth, a§ well a$ all-around development. Just a5 Nwigwe (1998)
emphasized, all 8kills provide meaningful preparation for any occupational and
entrepreneurial activities.

Poverty in the Nigerian Nation

Poverty i the State of having inSufficient reSources. It i$ a lack of basic need$ Such a$
food, clothing, Shelter, and acce$s to e$sential amenitie$ like water and healthcare
Services$. Nigeria, despite being recognized for it$ oil riches, has a larger percentage
of poor people Suffering from poverty. The reality of thi§ Situation i§ that
corruption, joble$snes§ among graduating youth$, and inequalities in the
distribution of baSic amenitie$ have destroyed the nation's economic prospects,
leading to wideSpread poverty among the citizenry. Among the major causes of
poverty are the following;:

Corruption i$ a fundamental factor contributing to the high levels of poverty in
Nigeria. The majority of Scholar$ agree thatiti$ the greatestimpediment preventing

Nigeria from proSpering. Thi$ iS$ue manifests in the lives$ of citizen$ every day and
extend$ across businesses and government at all levels.

Joblessness among youths: The increasing level of joblessness among the youth
ha$ also woréened the extreme poverty afflicting the country. Only about a third of
young people are gainfully employed. The country also suffers from variou$ issue$
Stemming from miSmanagement and embezzlement, which in turn hinder$ the
development and progress of its economy.

Inequality: In Nigeria, many reSources are primarily reServed for the wealthy and
affluent who can afford them. Additionally, corruption within the government
exacerbates the inequalities between the political elite and those living in poverty.

According to the World Poverty Clock report, more than 13 million people in
Nigeria are currently experiencing poverty. Thi$ ituation pushes the estimated
number of Nigerian$ living in extreme poverty to over 105 million, which
repre$ent$ more than half of the 205 million population.
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Alleviation of Poverty by Various Levels of Government in Nigeria

There were various$ step$ taken by the Government at different levels to reduce the
level of poverty amongst the citizenry. However, amongst the major holistic
measure$ taken So far are the following-

1.

Increased efforts towards intensSe skill development: One of the major Step$
in reducing poverty in Nigeria i$ through the reintroduction of Vocational
and Technical Education. Government$s at all levels now embark on
enlightenment programs$ to encourage interest in $kill-oriented forms of
education like Visual Arts. Every government now believes that an
education like Visual ArtS can provide a lasting Solution to poverty in
Nigeria. Omoniyi (2013) reveals that quality education that depends on 8kill$
can improve economic efficiency. By expanding the labor force, this
encourage$ more value for work and efficiency in jobs, thereby subSequently
moving people out of poverty.

IntenSe fight against corruption: Juét as education reduce$ poverty in the
long run, 5o too can the fight againét corruption lead to a decrease in poverty
levels in any Serious-minded nation. Therefore, the need to combat
corruption will naturally reSult in a complete alleviation of poverty,
Something that can eaSily be achieved through ViSual Arts, an aSpect of
education that revolves around the full uSe of naturally endowed talents and
gifted 8kills. Similarly, the abSence of a §yStem in place for punishing corrupt
public office holders, which has allowed for the diverSion of funds meant for
infrastructural development, ha$ Significantly aggravated the eScalating
level of wideSpread poverty affecting the lives of younger Nigerians. With a
properly institutionalized System in place to hold offending public officers
accountable for their wrongdoings, the i5sue of poverty can be effectively
addressed and eliminated by productively engaging the younger generation
through the Visual Arts.

Diversification of the Economy: Just as the oil diScovery assisted the country,
it ha$ alSo Significantly impacted the nation. Thi$ reliance on oil a$ the Sole
Source of revenue ha$ become a major cause of poverty in Nigeria. Thi$
Situation expose$ the Nigerian economy to fragility. Therefore, there i$ a
need to diverSify the economy to create more opportunities for younger
Nigerians to be productively engaged, both individually and collectively.
Thi$ will ensure the full utilization of local technologies, relying on their
naturally endowed talents and $kills. This approach will create job
opportunities for every citizen, ultimately alleviating poverty and
influencing the overall stability of the economy. Thus, the diversification of
the Nigerian economy will enhance and add value to other Sector$ that can
help relieve poverty among younger generations. Just a5 Abu et al. (2016)
opined that the lack of encouragement in the production of agricultural
products in Nigeria has led to lower return$ for practicing farmers.
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According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) (2018), over 50%
of farm produce in Nigeria i$ produced in rural area$, reSulting in these
products having little or no commercial value.

Redistribution of Income Sources: It i$ alSo important to emphasize the need
to redistribute all Sources of income within the Nigerian nation. Thi§ means
that reducing wage$ and allowance$ for the political clas$ is necessary to
enSure that income$ are widely Spread, benefiting every Sector and
positively impacting every member of the Nigerian nation. Thi$ approach
paves the way for a more balanced distribution of income. In other words,
increasing wage$ and allowances$ for low- and middle-income earner$ will
automatically redistribute income to benefit the majority of the younger
generation, who make up more than two-thirds of the Nigerian population.
This, therefore, fosters wideSpread productivity. As a result, it lead$ to
increased job opportunities for youth$S through skill-dependent
employment. By facilitating the productive engagement of younger
generation$ in career$ aligned with their aptitude$, every individual can
Secure employment, earn a living, and access the necessities of life. Thus, this
will contribute to a complete reduction in poverty and manifest as
accelerated economic development for a developing nation like Nigeria in
the 215t century, which everyone aspire$ to achieve or dreams of.

Alleviating Poverty in Nigeria Nation of the 21st Century

To overcome the ravaging Scourge of jobleséness, which has led to widespread
poverty among the younger generation, the following step$ are not negotiable.
Among these notable steps are a5 follows:-

Implementation of a $kill-oriented form of education. The abSence of this
aSpect of education within the Nigerian Curriculum ha$ been the
fundamental caus$e of joblessness, which in turn has resulted in the poverty
currently ravaging the landScape of 21st-century Nigeria. According to
Adekoya, Ewubare, and Mark (2018), the inability of Nigeria to function as a
215t-century nation stems from the lack of knowledge based on naturally
endowed 8kills. Thi$ Situation has$ led these scholars to conclude that it has
directed Nigeria toward$ acute poverty. Based on the empirical studie$
carried out by theSe S5cholars in 2018, it wa$ revealed that the
underdevelopment of human reSources i$ a reSult of the under-utilization of
younger generations. Thi$ i§ due to a miSplaced priority in Nigeria's
educational policie$, which have regarded fanciful professions like medicine
and law a8 means of taking Nigeria to a promiSed land. Unlike other nation$
that have prioritized skill-oriented forms of education in their curriculum,
this i$ undoubtedly what ha$ actually led Nigeria into the depths of acute
poverty thatit (the Nigerian nation) currently finds itself in.
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. Corruption cauéed by the monetization of political office$ i5 a major factor
contributing to the high level of poverty in Nigeria. According to
Transparency International (2018), Nigeria i$ currently placed 144th among
the 180 least corrupt nations in the world, which highlights the extent of
corruption in 215t-century Nigeria. Undoubtedly, corruption diScourages
youths from using their God-given talents to positively develop the country,
instead encouraging them to Seek quick wealth through the misuse of Such
skills. This, in turn, threaten$ the Socio-economic development of the
Nigerian nation and it§ prospect$ for prosperity in the 215t century. It also
impedes$ all-around employment opportunities, which automatically
translates into diminished investment prospects for the nation. As opined by
Ajisafe (2016), corruption diverts government Spending away from Social
value$ and accepted norms, making the provision of good$ and Services,
Such a8 access to basic amenities like education and health, elusive for the
younger generation$. This Situation contribute$ to the current level of
poverty in 218t-century Nigeria.

. Restlessness among younger generation$ ariSing from joblessness. Thi$ is
another root cau$e of poverty in 215t-century Nigeria. A$ a result of this
phenomenon, the economic prosperity of the nation ha$ been gravely
affected in many way$. Among theSe ways i the misuse of God-given talent$
by many of the younger generations. A good example i$§ the crise$ in
Northern Nigeria cauSed by Boko Haram, which have deStroyed the
economy of moét parts of Northern Nigeria. The majority of farmers in theSe
area$ were left without any mean$ of livelihood. Thi$ has created a total
breakdown of law and order, where the populace i§ now attacked without
checks, while many younger generation$ divert their 8kill$ into kidnappings
and other vice$ for money. Thi$, in turn, aggravates the level of poverty
within the 215t-century Nigerian nation.

The Alleviation of Poverty through Visual Arts:

AS opined by Abdullahi (1998), many of the aforementioned factor$ have enabled
poverty to thrive in a Society like Nigeria. Just as emphasized by Ajayi (1985), those
who possess genuine knowledge of art lack the capital necessary to establisSh
themsSelve$ and train the younger generation. Even the lackadaiSical attitude of
every level of government towards the Visual ArtS, as a pivotal agent in reShaping
each younger generation, i$ concerning. The opportunitie$ thi$ form of education
could have offered the country are immeaSurable. Thi$ indicate$ that theSe
individual$ could have positively harnessed their natural endowments and
potentially transformed Nigeria into a 215t-century nation. I believe that if this
aSpect of education i$ given a prominent place in the curriculum, many parents will
view it more favorably. Thi$ will, therefore, shift the perception of many parent$
who have Seen Visual Arts as an education for academic layabouts or as a refuge for
Societal dropouts. AS emphaSized by Ogunmola (2006), this form of education
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develops natural 8kills, broaden$ the knowledge of youth, and prepare$ them to
utilize available local technologie$. According to thi$ Scholar, it expand$ their
perépectives and cognitive abilities, enabling them to rely on their natural
endowments for a living and become key players in the accelerated development of
Nigeria towards the 215t century. Hence, there i$ a need for every government body
at all level$ to recognize the benefits derived from ViSual Art$ as a means to develop
and enhance individual$' natural $kills for the betterment of mankind and the
nationatlarge.

Thi$ aSpect of education justifies itSelf as a veritable platform through which a
nation's Socio-economic development can be achieved. Thus, it proves uSeful in
alleviating poverty in the Nigerian nation in the 215t century. ConSequently, Visual
Arts can be employed in variou$ way$ to combat the acute poverty ravaging the
live$ of the younger generation and hindering Nigeria's accelerated development
toward$ becoming a realistic 215t-century nation. Among the major method$ are a$
follows:

(a)  Veritable platform for providing jobs for the younger generation: Through
Visual Art$, all other Subjects and diScipline$ in the curriculum are equipped
with 8killfully relevant manpower needs. Thi$ i$ achieved by placing
individual$ with different aptitudes into Specific careers or professions. Just
as Ogunmola (2006) concluded in hi$ studies, by training individual$ to
acquire necessary $kills Suitable for a choSen profession, Visual Art$ instill in
every perSon the abilities needed to uSe their naturally endowed talent$
productively. This mean$ that those who pursue Visual Arts a$ a foundation
for their education are prepared against joblessness. This effectively mean$
that the group of students who Specialize in Visual Art$ after their Schooling
become employers themselves, just as they employ others. Example$ can be
found in individuals like Olayinka Ayefele, Oriyomi Hamzat, Aliko
Dangote, Femi Otedola, and many others. Thi$ implies that thousand$ of
people like theSe within the Nigerian nation can completely eliminate
poverty and tranéform the nation into a 215t-century country. Thi$ i§ because
Visual Arts, as a skills-oriented form of education, has instilled in these
individual$ the ability to rely on their natural talent$ while alSo providing
employment to others. A Sanusi (2006, 2009, and 2020) expressed in many of
hi$ writing$ on thi$ form of education. Since Visual Arts provide$ a means of
livelihood for individual$ based on their built-in 8kills, every younger
generation will be productively engaged. Thi$ brings Nigeria from a state of
complete abject poverty to a realistic nation of the 215t century. Thi$
positions the nation within the community of economically advancing
nation$ capable of competing effectively with other developed countrie$
Such a8 America, the UK, Canada, China, India, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and
others.
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(b)

(d)

The platinum standard for providing income for younger generations: Visual
Art$, a8 it emphasizes 8kill development and application, offers a means of
income generation for every individual trained in thi$ diScipline. A typical
example can be found in Agbo (1993), who wrote on man's effort in
environmental beautification many year$ ago. According to thi$ scholar,
ever Since man ha$ been living in urban clusters, towns, and citie$, he ha$
uSed Sculpture to commemorate important events and glorify worthy
peréonalities. It iS clear that this has Served a$ a means of income for the
artists who engage in the production of these Sculptural works, paintings,
and industrial art. Visual Art$ train$ every individual to harne$$ their
naturally given talents and develop necesSary skills applicable to their
variou$ professional pathS. Therefore, Someone trained according to their
aptitudinal capabilities can utilize local technologie$ to invent and create
valuable items, which in turn grants them acce$s to the basics of life in order
to earn a living. A classical example can be found in Olayinka Ayefele, who
utilized hi$ iconic voice to establish Fresh FM Nigeria. This also earns him a
living apart from hi§ musSical career and provide$ jobs for others, thereby
helping to mitigate poverty among younger generations.

Encourages Creativity and Imaginative Reasoning: With ViSual Art,
younger generation$ are encouraged to take advantage of existing local
technologie$ to create wonderful Scientific innovation$ that benefit other
members$ of Society. This mean$ that individual$' power$ of manipulation
and innovation are developed according to their capabilities. It is an aspect
of education that encourage$ every citizen to package idea$ in a way that
makes them widely acceptable and marketable. Thi$ provides such product$
with a unique outlook and branded identity, making every mind agile and
alway$ ready to generate new idea$. Just like Aremu (1993) noted the
importance of art as a means$ of reasoning and creativity. Example$ can be
found in many reStaurant$ that have incorporated cuStomized packaging
into their products. With the above, every young individual i§ encouraged to
make innovative diScoverie$ to earn a living and rely le$s on Society for
Survival. Thi$ eventually alleviate$ poverty among youths$ and advances the
Nigerian nationinto a true 215t century.

Reorganize younger generations to live self-dependent lives: AS Ajayi (1985)
cited from Haggery (1940- 1965), Visual Art5 i$ a kind of program meant to
develop the attitudinal 8kill$ of the younger generation. It facilitate$ the
realization of the potentialitie$ of every individual, enabling this group to
live their lives without relying on other$ for survival. With Visual Arts,
younger generation$ become productive elements, uSeful to themsSelves,
and in turn, earn a living, which make$ them $elf-dependent. According to
Sanusi (2001), a well-trained worker will be more productive and lead a Self-
dependent lifetyle than one trained to practice his/her career only within a
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(e)

(7]

Set pattern, eSpecially in glamorous fields like Medicine, Law, Accounting,
and $o on. According to Sanusi (2006), individual$ in thi$ aSpect of education
(Visual Arts) will be well prepared for life after School. This means that such
individual$ will be able to earn a living that enable$ them to acces$ the
necessitie$ of life and not become a burden to the 215t-century Nigerian
nation. Hence, younger individual$ are now preSented with job
opportunities, which ultimately minimize$ poverty among the youth in the
long run.

Encourages Creativity in younger generations: According to Sanusi (2020),
every individual i$ a creative perSon naturally endowed with one talent or
another. In the opinion of thi$ scholar, many job$ are not viSually art$
inclined but require technical 8kills. Thi$ i Something that Visual Art$
Strives to achieve in every human being. Thi$ means that with training in this
form of education, individual$ are guided in making intelligent use of their
in-built talents to earn a living. A$ cited by Sanusi (2020 and 2023) in
Lowenfeld (1985), the word "creativity" i§ termed a$ 'a constructively
productive behaviour that can be regarded a$ an action or accomplishment'.
It i unique to the world and doe$ not have to be a completely new
innovation from an individual. Creativeness i$ the manifeStation of the gift
known a$ "talents. " It i§ an act of invention that can pique Society's interest,
allowing the individual to be regarded a$ an asset. According to thinker$ like
Agbo (1993), ceramics, for example, has remained one of the most useful art
forms ever developed by early man. In thi$ scholar's opinion, ceramic ware$
have remained a widely uSed form of Visual ArtS ever Since, deSpite modern
civilization. AS opined by Sanusi (2023), no other aspect of education ha$
equipped individual$ with the requisite 8kills, imagination, and artistic
vision more than Visual Arts. Individual$ trained in thi$ field are abSorbed
into industrie$ to utilize their refined 8kills to contribute to national
development and help Shape a genuine Nigerian nation. Such individuals
might even become employers of labor, advancing Nigeria into the 215t
century. In conclu$ion, the ability to think creatively enable$ younger
generations to earn money and reduce poverty among youth.

Overcoming the rate of social vices tendencies in younger generations:
Having been prepared by Visual Arts, younger individual$ are now wage
earner$ and creators of jobs for others. This means that every younger
Nigerian i$ already groomed to make money, enabling them to lead a
comfortable lifeStyle. Thi$, in turn, makes them assets to themselves and
uSeful to other$ by providing a mean$ of livelihood. Consequently, this
creates jobs for young people, curtailing the rate of poverty and positively
impacting the Nigerian nation, helping it to become a 215t-century nation.
An example can be found in the establiShment of the "WesStern Nigeria
Security Network," popularly called "AMOTEKUN," by the State
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government of the western part of Nigeria. Thi$ organization use$ youths
with Security 8kills§ to combat local Security challenges. Not only this,
another example i$ the establiShment of the "Parks Management SyStem" in
most parts of Nigeria. This Setup productively engages youth$ with anti-
Social tendencies, allowing them to positively use their §kill$ to earn a living
and contribute to Safer travel along the roads. In a nutshell, all theSe
aforementioned example$ are platform$ for overcoming anti-Social vices
and alleviating poverty within the Nigerian nation of the 215t century.

(g9  Encourages the use of existing Technologies to invent monumental
discoveries: Individual$ trained in ViSual Arts are prepared to produce
monumentally useful diScoverie$ for the benefit of fellow humankind and
the advancement of the Society they live in, which reduce$ the rate of poverty
and brings the Nigerian nation into the 215t-century community of nations.
Therefore, for any Seriou$-minded government, income can be generated
through Such wonderful monumental innovation$ via exports to other
nation$, Since every younger generation i$ productively engaged to be Self-
dependent. Thi$ could eaSily Serve as a mean$ of alleviating poverty and
ensuring recognition for Nigeria a$ a 215t-century nation.

What Visual Arts can do to alleviate Poverty in 21st Century Nigeria:

Arising from the 2001 Kuru Declaration, which envisioned a truly great nation for
Nigeria among African democratic nations in the 215t century. A nation that i$
politically united, ha$ productively integrated youth, i remuneratively stable,
economically prosperou$, and Socially organized. A nation where equal
opportunities are provided for all. A nation where the responsibility of ensuring the
availability of the baSic nece$sities of life i of paramount importance. The
determination to become the cataly5t of the African Renaissance i$ the mindset of
the government of the day. Thi$ i§ achieved by enSuring that the younger
generation i$ afforded all-embracing opportunities to become Self-dependent
through a skills-oriented form of education known a$ Visual Arts. Thu$, making
Nigeria a country that contributes Sub-regionally, regionally, and globally a$ a 215t-
century nation.

However, Visual Art$, with it§ emphasis on §kill development, envision$ stronger
connection$ between the younger generation's maximization of their individual
natural talents and earning remuneration to Sustain a living. It alSo Serves a$ a
catalyst for stimulating rapid industrial development and the efficient utilization of
local reSources and technologies$ to advance Nigeria into a realiStic 215t century.
Based on the foregoing, Visual Art$ can be utilized a$ a cutting edge to propel the
Nigerian nation into a realistic 215t century through the following: Among these
are:
(@@ By Equipping the younger generations: With visual art§ becoming Self-
dependent, opportunities for employment are available for individual$ to
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(b)

create wealth for themselves. It empowers$ people to take advantage of theSe
opportunities to work hard and earn a living. Thi§, in turn, curtails
corruption a$ everyone become$ Self-dependent and comfortable. By
investing in thi$ form of education, the most vulnerable members$ of Society
are equipped with the nece$Sary 8kills to rely on their abilities to
productively utilize local technologie$ to earn money and alleviate each
other's poverty. Thereby propelling the development of the Nigerian nation
aSawhole.

By promoting an enabling environment for innovations from the younger
generation: Through visual art$, individual$ are provided with a platform
that encourages$ creative thinking to utilize available reSource$ in producing
goods and Services. This not only allow$ these individual$ to earn a living,
but alSo creates mean$ of remuneration for others. Consequently, these
individual$ become the engine$ of economic growth and prosperity for a
nation like Nigeria. They excel a$ translator$ of idea$ into reality, executors
of innovations, investors in perSonal discoverie$, and managers of uniquely
packaged buSinesses. Meanwhile, the government fulfill$ its role aé a caring
enabler, an affectionate facilitator, and a reSponsive regulator. Thi$ propels
the younger generations to develop new idea$, create job$, and generate
wealth for everyone, particularly for the nation a$ a whole. Changing the
way individual$ think, viSual art$ aim to fundamentally alter people's
orientation and inSpire faith in $kills development and usage, rather than
fostering a craze for non-existent, ready-made jobs. Governments at variou$
levels are now empowering individual$ to become more 8killed in their
professional pursuits, thereby cultivating a more efficient younger
generation through the viSual Art$ a$ a platform.

CONCLUSION

Since ViSual Art$ i$ a Subject that can bring wealth to individual$ and employment
to others, it i$ eS5ential to change the Societal perception of this dicipline. Thi$ is to
motivate every individual to have a creative mind. Although there are always plans
and programs designed to address the is5ue of alleviating poverty, it i$ sad to note
that little has been done to maximize Visual Art as a dependable agent to create job$s
for everyone and guide them toward a Self-dependent lifestyle.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Promote Visual ArtS a$ a platform for national development; policie$ need to
be adjusted to make this form of education fundamental in the curriculum.
EnSure that the training of Visual Art$ education trainer$ and teachers
includes regular development to enhance their skills.

Visual arts need to be made compulSory atall level$ in schools.

Create budget items that facilitate the professional integration of talented art
graduate$ from arts$ institutions.
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. 8. Organizing Seminar$, workshop$, exhibitions, and learning activitie$ for
Specialists in Visual ArtS at all levels will Significantly contribute to
alleviating poverty in theland.
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